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Bushy Vision
by Rabbi Dani Locker
| predict that yowre going to read
this weel’s episode of Nageela
Shabbos. At least v\ou’ll start to
read it. In fact, | can prove to you
that yowre going to read it, by the
fact that yow're reading this now.
So obviously | was right. Right?
Am | the only one who gets con-
fused bl1 me? Nah. | didwt think
so.
Clearly, | can’t prove something
to you with something that only
happens after the prediction comes
true. “Hey, buy this invention |
made! You can trust it will work
ria\ni’, becanse when you brins it
home and turn it on, and it works,
then yowll know you were right
to buy H Okay... and what if
it doesn’t work, then what will |
know? This is part of & question
that bothers me regarding this
weelk’s Torah portion. When God
appears o
Moses in
the Form

of a Haming thornbush, he pro-
vides a bunch of signs and proofs
to show the Jewish people. His
hand gets bleached, his snake
gets stuck; er, | mean his stick
gets snaked. Pe turns water to
blood. Additionally, God says, \ 2
“This is the sign that | have '

sent you. You will serve God

Hais very mountain Give, .
it a minute to let that
sink in. God is fe“ins
Moses, if you want o know
you and the Jewish people
can believe that | am sending
yow, | will prove it to you, because
after yowre done with your mis-
sion and the Jews are free, yow'll
bring them to this mountain to
worship. Let’s do the math. If
Moses believes God (and believes
that this bushy vision was actually
a message from God and not
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drinking too much, um, pickle juice), this should
not be necessary. I Moses doesw’t believe God,
then he might not 60 to Egypet, and if he does go,
how does it help to know AFTERWARDS that God
was fe\ling him the Fruth?

That’s like proving to you that &\oo\’re 9oing to read
this essay, by having you read the essay. 1+s cir-
cular \osic.

There was no doubt at this point that Moses would
follow God’s instruction. | mean, he did refuse at
first, but that wasnwt becanse of a lack of Frust.
Moses was experiencing frae\f\ul\, and Yo can be
sare that when someone experiences genuine proph-
ecy, it’s a very real experience. Add to that, the
2 miraculons magic tricks God provided to him. He
was all in. Going, going, gone. That’s not what
God was trying to show him.

Sometimes we make decisions and we’re very con=
fident with the decisions we made. We think the
matter through and we weigh both sides, then we
decide. We're happy. We're right. Then it starts.
The doubt. The guestions. |+ becomes easy to look
back and second guess ourselves. “Did | really
make the ris\/\f decision?? “Am | 100% sure??
“What it | messed wp?” “Maybe | even did the
right thing, but there was something missing in
"y intention or concentration

God tells Moses, “Yowre going to go take the

Jews out of Egypt. Once that’s done, don’t doubt

yourself, becanse yoll see concrete results of the
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benehfits of what »]o»\’ve
done” When you stand
on Hais very mountain,
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v‘oo\’ll know for sure that it was all

worth it. Not just being free. Not just
being a unified nation. Achieving greatness as a

Jewish nation is trans-
formed into erop\netr, then

nation. That makes it super clear that 6od ‘made
the ris\ni‘ choice’.

Our lessons from this can be to feel confident in
our good choices, and not to regret them or second
guess them. |1f you think a decision through and
decide something is right, donw’t feel bad about it
aftrerward Canless you have very sooo\ reason o).
Another lesson can be that the best way to prove
that something is right is by whether the people
involved are better after it goes down. If an ac-
ton makes you a better person, it was probably the
right move. If it messes with who you should be or

how you should act, that’s something to reconsider.

Thig i kind of embarrase-
ing, but it’s actually to hide a
skin eondition [ have...
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Stump the Rabj;

#154 Getting Cheeky

Hi Rabbi,

Last week you wrote about the com-
mandment not to hold a grudge, and
dlso not to take revenge. Is that the
same ds the concept of furmning the
other cheek?’ Is the right thing to do
when someone hurts you to et them
continue to hurt you? I not, how is
that different than holding a grudge?
How should | react to bullies?

Thanks,
Penny . Shover

DISCLAIMER Every situation is different,
and bullying is complicated so | can’t give
specific advice on how to deal with your
specific situation. If you have someone
bullying yow, please immediately speak-
1o a parent or authority figure you trust
to get specific guidance.

Dear P U Shover,
For anvone else reading this, Pl first explain
the background of your question. There
is a Chistian belief, found in their version
of the bible that says, “Do not resist the
one who is evil. But i anyone slaps you
on the right cheek, furn to him the other
also” That means, according fo this belief
that if someone is trying to hurt you, you
should allow them to. Not only to not
fight back, but to even turn your cheek
to them and allow them to hurt you more.
Let's examine this. Il mention a few
quick- stories and then you tell me what
You think-.
Abraham'’s nephew Lot gets captured so
Avranam leads a small army of his servaints
and single handed;y won the war
Samson the mighty toppled a building of
the Philistines, crushing 3,000 soldiers.
King David (yes, the composer of beautiful
s0Nngs) was known as a War hero, getting
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praised for defeating thousands’

These are dll instances that are praised
in our books of our prophets. There are
literally hundreds of other examples | can
give of Jews throughout history who have
stood up for ourselves, and fought back-
Whether it was the Maccabees or partisan
resistance fighters, we follow the Talmudic
tedching that if someone is coming fo kill
you, we are obligated fo act first! In other
words, we do NOT believe in sitting back
and dllowing people to hurt us. Even if the
bully isn't there fo actually k-il, emotional or
physical pain can have devastating effects
and needs o be prevented

One thing important to understand is
the difference between seff defense and
revenge. Here's one way o understand
the difference:

Alyssa is visiting a new city on a week-end
vacation. While there, a thug pushes her
and threatens to beat her up. Should she:
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Stump the Rabp;

cont\!

A. Stay on the ground and ask- the mugger to
kick her harder

B. Run avay. She'll never see this quy again
(fighting back- only i she can't escape).

C. Gall the police.

D. Hire a Mandalorian hit man fo take bum
dowin the city and take revenge on her attacker
| ope | don't have to provide an answer key.
Here's another situation:

Alyssa is walking down the street where she
lives. A bully from her school, who bothers her
all the time, pushes her and threatens fo beat
her up. Should she:

A. Stay on the ground and ask- the mugger fo
kick- her harder

B. Run avay.

0. Find an authortty figure who can actually
put a stop to it

D. She’s going to get bullied constantly unless
she does something, so get up and fight back-.

[(Please remember to refer to the above
discalimer. This is not meant to give specific
advice]

What P'm getting at is that hitting back- during
an attack, or to a person who is a consistent
threat is not considered revenge. H's not holding
a grudge (necessarly- that depends on your
attitude). We should defend ourselves. However,
in the first case, where Alyssa will never see
the guy dgain, fighting back is unnecessary,
if she can escape and/ or contact the police.
Forgiveness is a beautiful, grand thing o work:
on. Let’s not confuse i with being a weak
pushover

The Tordn calls us a stff necked people’
One of the best qualities of having a stiff
neck is that i’s really hard to turn your
cheek!

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the, Rabbi

Mordechai Shirit
Ugron Weiss

Jacob Sundberg

'I'I'APP 9 ’ Mathan Ben yehuda

follow us:
@nageelawest
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DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE NAGEELA
SHABBOS IN YOUR INBOX EACH FRIDAY?
EMAIL DLOCKER@NAGEELAWEST.ORG WITH
THE SUBJECT LINE, “SUBSCRIBE.”

\agee'd West coast

breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach b)’
providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish
children across the West Coast.
Through afterschool activities,
weekend retreats and our

signature summer camp, we

engage elementary and middle

school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged”

mindset makes Nageela a
comfortable learning and growing
environment for Jewish children of

all backgr‘ounds.



