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You’ve Probably heard all about 
the Chanukah story. The wimpy, 
undertrained and undersup-
plied Macabbe Resistance force 
manages to destroy the Death 
Star and save the galaxy. Or 
something like that. I might be 
missing a detail or two.  In my 
house, that’s where my involve-
ment would end. We saved the 
day, now let’s party! Fortu-
nately, they were responsible 
enough to find the brooms, mops 
and power tools, and set out to 
fix the damage done to the Holy 

Temple.
In a sad plot twist, as they 
were set for the grand reopen-
ing, they discovered that they 

didn’t have 
enough oil 

to light the grand golden me-
norah of seven branches. Y’all 
know the rest of the story. One 
day’s supply of oil was found, 
and it lasted for 8 whole days.  
I’ve always pictured this part 
as all the Jews gathered into a 
stadium, watching the menorah 
on the giant scoreboard wall. 
Each day it continued to burn, 
more news outlets streamed live 
footage of the incredible. Me-
norakah (it was later rebrand-
ed to Chanukiah by the cor-
porate office).  But that is not 

even close to what happened.
The truth is that almost nobody 
saw the menorah burning!  
Wait… what?
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Each time we face a challenge in life, the 
degree of our success changes us



dash- or Holy Temple in Jerusalem was a large 
complex with many different areas.  The 
Menorah was located in an enclosed building 
that nobody but the Kohanim- the priestly 
family could enter.  In part, this represents 
the idea that we’re much more concerned 
with the inner- flame than the outer.  Lemme 
explain what I mean.  A person’s actions have 
two types of results. They affect the type of 
person we become, and they also have an 
impact on others.  Both of these results are 
important, and neither can be ignored.  Each 
time we face a challenge in life, the degree 
of our success changes us.  Also, every time 
we achieve anything (or if we fail to achieve 
something, but don’t tell anyone), the world 
is changed a bit; especially for those around 
us.
Which is the priority for us to focus on?  Re-
member the exciting miracle of the Menorah?  
It was a private flame.  An inner- spark.  An 
intrinsic conflagration.  An omphalic flare.  

Yes, we celebrate it 
by showing our fires 
to the world, light-
ing the Menorah in 
our houses’ windows, 
or in our ZOOM windows.  
Yet at heart, it’s about our 
own heart.  Our primary goal and 
obligation is to heat ourselves up, to burn as 
brightly as we can as human beings and as 
Jews.
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Mazel Tov to Sasha and Julian 

Weiss who celebrated their 

B’nei Mitzvah last week!
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Hi Rabbi,

If Christianity came from Judaism, 
does that make every Christian a Jew, 
technically?

Thanks,
Giana Souse

Dear G. Souse,

You’re a musician, so picture this.  In the 
1840s, Adolphe Sax wanted to perfect 
woodwind instruments.  As a clarinet 
player, he thought he could make a similar 
instrument that was easier to use, had 
a richer sound, and had consistent 

fingering.  So he created 
the saxophone.  All 

saxophones 
are 

therefore 
clarinets, right?  

No, I didn’t think 
so.  Right now, every musician 

is nodding his or her head, and people 
who aren’t musicians are like, “huh?”

Let’s examine two important reasons why 
Christians aren’t automatically Jews:

In order to be a Jew you have to 
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either be born into it, or have a formal 
conversion.  The earliest Christians were 
born Jews, so they remained Jews, as far 
as we’re concerned.  But that all changed 
a really, really long time ago.  Once the 
Roman empire became Christian, most 
people practicing that religion were not 
from Jewish blood.  Sure, someone born 
a Christian can convert to Judaism, but 
there is a detailed process for that to 
happen, and it is certainly not automatic.

The actual Christian religion is drastically 
different from Judaism.  Sure, it started 
as a form of Judaism, and on the surface 
there are still some similarities, but at 
the core of these two faiths, they are as 
different as fire and teddy bears. For a 
more complete discussion of the differences, 
visit our archives and read Nageela Shabbos 
Season 4, episodes 31 and 32.  Here’s a 
brief reference list of serious differences 
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between Christianity and Judaism:

We celebrate our Sabbath on Saturday, they 
use Sunday.

We believe the original 5 books of the Torah 
are divine and eternal.  Meaning we still keep 
the rules of what the Christians call the ‘Old 
Testament.’  This includes Kosher, Shabbat, 
circumcision, the holidays, tefillin, etc.”

We don’t pray to people, or pretend they 
have any divine power.  Many of the largest 
Christian groups believe in their leader as 

godly, and most pray to him.

A fundamental concept in Christianity is that 
the Messiah has already come.  We reject 
that thought, because clearly we DON’T live 
in an age of peace and perfection.

All Christians believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah and also a prophet.  He can’t be 
the Messiah because he’s not patrilineally 
descended from King David.  The Torah 
explicitly disqualifies any prophecy that argues 
with its basic rules, as Christisnity does.

The list goes on, but back to our discussion.  

Stump the Rabbi
continued

Christianity definitely has 
its roots in Judaism, but 
it’s a completely different 
religion now.  Therefore, someone 
born to two Christian parents would 
definitely NOT be automatically a Jew.  
As I mentioned, though we don’t seek or 
encourage conversions, that door is open as 
long as it’s done properly.  

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
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The Macabees 
coudn’t find a 
way to light 
the menorah 

so they one of their 
captive soldiers.  He told 

them:

It’s oil greek to me!

OUCH!  GROAN!
Do you have a better joke?  I sure hope so!  

Send it to dlocker@nageelawest.org


