Parshas Vayakhel March 1st,

A Kid Friendly Week

hen you're a Master Builder, you might be featured
ih a LEGO movie. You might even be “The Special.”
What are the tools that are heeded to truly become a
master builder? Having a head that can swivel completely
around might help. The Torah gives a different description.
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Be’rzalel was the master builder of the Mishkan, the
portable temple the Jews used until the permanent
temple was built. Interestingly, the Mishkan was very
lego-like. The wooden planks protruded at the ends,
ahd shapped cleanly into the sockets. They were put
up and taken down every time the Jews traveled in the
desert from one place to another. 1 dont know if they
were painful o step on barefoot.

he Torah describes Betzalel and his helpers as
TCHACHAM LEV, which means wise of heart. That's odd.
Hearts represent emotion, feeling and passion. Generally
hot wisdom or understanding. In the olden days, people
stored their knowledge in their brains. Nowadays, people
store it on their smartphones (that's why they're called
SMART phohes... duh!), or in the cloud. Why does the
Torah call them wise of heart?

There’s a lesson here. To truly master something, it's
hot just about how many little grey cells you've got.
Having a high 1Q might be helpful, but it’s hot the sole
determinant of your accomplishment. Betzalel and his
compahiohs were chacham lev, wise of heart, because their
unhderstanding was a product of their intense drive and
desire to accomplish and understand. They really, really,
go on, flip it over...
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to accomplish in life. We've all got some |
skills that God, in His kindness has given us. 7
In order o master those skills, to rise to the A
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top of our game in ahy endeavor, we have to
work hard and put our HEART into it. Then
you ARE “The Special.”
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meaningful Jewish experiences
for all Jewish children
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