
I solated.  A lone.  Quarantined.

W hat am I descr i b ing?

N o, s i l l y ,  I’ m ta l k i ng 
a b o u t  t h i s  w e e k ’ s 

Torah port ion !   In th is  week’s 
r e a d i n g ,  w e  d e s c r i b e  w h a t 
happens when someone comes 
d o w n  w i t h  t h e  i l l n e s s  c a l l e d 
‘tzaraas .’   A lthough it looks l i ke 
a skin d isease, tzaraas is actual ly 
spir itual in nature, and is caused 
by acting inappropriately (mainly  
Lashon Hara, but other things as 
wel l).  When a person came down 
w ith a  case of tza raas ,  they 
had to be i so lated outs ide of 
the community .   The u lt imate 
soc ia l  d i s ta nc i ng .   T he r e  was 

then a long ,  compl icated path 
to hea l ing ,  i nc lud ing sacr if ices , 
s h a v i n g  a n d ,  w e l l ,  s t u f f .  
Something else happened.  There 
was a n a nnou nce me nt mad e , 
s a y i ng  t h a t  t h i s  p e rs o n  w as 
‘ impure ’  and had the d isease .

W hy d id  w e a n no u nce  th i s 
embarrass ing fact?

O ne exp lanat ion g iven in the 
ta l m ud i s  so  p eo p l e  w o u l d 

k n o w  t o  s o c i a l l y  d i s t a n c e .  
CO m i n g  i n t o  co n ta ct  w i t h  a 
person i nfected w ith tzaraas 
cou ld  cause the contag ion to 
spread .

H o w e v e r,  t he  Ta l m u d 
a l s o  g i v e s  a n o t h e r 

e x p l a n a t i o n .   It  w a s 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h i s 
p e rs o n  h a d  tza r a a s  s o 
t h a t  p eo p l e  co u l d  p ra y 
for h is  recovery .

W e are used to keeping 
q u i e t  a b o u t  o u r 

problems.   We don’t l i ke 

ca l l i ng attent ion to our needs , 
both because it doesn’t feel good 
t o  ad m i t  w e  h a v e  p r o b l e m s , 
and a lso because we don’t l i ke 
asking others for help.  It seems 
se lf ish .   And perhaps we shou ld 
avoid asking for help too often.  
Yet here the talmud is stressing 
the importance of letting people 
know when trou ble  comes so 
that the community can he l p, 
can pray ,  can sympathize .

I think it  bo i ls  down to how 
you fee l  about the rest of 

the Jewish people .   If we rea l ly 
v iew everyone as fami ly ,  then 
we’re comfortable sharing our 
trou bles  so that they can be 
a  pa rt of the so l ut ion .   Let’s 
ma ke su r e  w e ha ve ou r  ea rs 
and eyes open to the troubles 
of others so that we can he l p 
them, physical ly , or with prayer, 
and let’s not be shy about letting 
our brothers and sisters know if 
we need a he lp ing hand ,  as wel l .PRAYERS AHEAD
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Sponsoring a week will help us distribute 

Nageela Shabbos to hundreds more people!

to sponsor an episode 
of Nageela Shabbos, 

please contact dlocker@
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Dear Prioritai,

Tricky, tricky question! 
 If the Jewish people would give up all of 
God’s commandments, and would only 
keep one, which one would you think would 
be most important? I posed this question 
on Facebook, and here are some of the 
answers that were floated:

OK, so which one 
is ACTUALLY the 
greatest?
The Talmud (Avos) 
tells us that we 
must be as careful 
w it h  a  ‘ l i g ht’ 
Mitzvah as with a 
‘heavy’ mitzvah, for 
we don’t know the true value of mitzvos.  That 
means we should not try to measure the value of 
God’s commandments.  Let me explain.

Chadwick Braxton was ready to take his business 
to the next level.  A multi- billionaire, Chadwick 
had worked his way up to become the CEO of his 
lollypop company, and was known for his great 
leadership skills, and for motivating his employees 
to think creatively.  
One day, Chadwick called his top 5 executives 
into his office.  “We need the next big idea, one tht 
will launch our company into the position as the 
top candy manufacturer in the world!  I would 
like each of you to come up with a new product, 
and be ready for manufacture in one month.  You 
will each receive large bonuses if you succeed, 
but I will be giving much larger bonuses for my 
favorite ideas!”
The executives looked excited.  “Sir, please tell 
us what you’re looking for in a new product, so 
we can make it according to your specifications!  
What is your favorite type of  candy?”
“I can give you some broad guidelines, but I will 
not tell you my favorites.”
“But why not, Sensei Braxton (Chadwick Braxton 
was not a sensei, and he knew nothing of martial 
arts, but he insisted, for some inexplicable reason, 
that his employees call him sensei)?  If you tell 
us what you like, then we can make exactly what 
you like!”

Hi Rabbi,

What’s the most important mitzvah in the Torah?

Thanks,
Itai Prior

The One

Stump the Rabbi is a 
forum where kids can ask 

ANY Jewish question. 
Have a question? Please 

send it in to
 stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names 
and some wording have been 

changed.



HAPPYBIRTHDAY!
We haven't done this in a little while, so 

Happy Birthday to family members who have 
celebrated in the past few weeks:

Sara Sfadia
Ian Wise

David Karoudo
Michael Karoudo
Naomi Karoudo

Ezra Arovas
Alex Sefia

Anne Musser
Daniel Lerner

Natan Goldman
Calev Knopf

Matthew Lewis
Bertha Cohen
Dovid Niman
Daniel Anson

Marygrace Bower
BZ Locker

“That’s exactly it!  If I tell you 
exactly what I like best, then 
you’ll all make EXACTLY that.  
In reality, our company needs a 
variety of products, not just my 
favorite.  We need chocolates 
and taffies, hard candies and 
toffees.  We need Jelly beans 
and caramel, pulled sugar 
and gummies.  Sodas and 
fruit drinks, jello and suckers.  
We need marshmallows and 
licorice, and maybe even gefilte 
fish (did I mention that poetry 
was NOT among Chadwick’s 
great qualities?).  We need 
them all.  SO I WILL NOT TELL 
YOU MY FAVE, I will take that 
secret to my grave.”

This is one explanation for why 
the Torah rarely tells us which 
mitzvot are more important.  
Because then we’d just focus 
on those to the exclusion of 
the others.  We need them all.  
In order to lead our best lives, 
we need a variety of mitzvot.  
We need:

Kindness and charity, 
Prayer and piety,
Torah study and holiday,
Tefillin and Tallis while we 
pray,

Eating matzah, making 
kiddush,
Not eating meat with fish,
Blowing shofar, not being sad,
Standing up for Mom and Dad,

Lighting candles for Chanukah,
Giving often to tzedaka,
Only eating kosher meat,
Feeding our pets before we eat,

Thanking God for all our food,
Trying our best to be real good
We need all the mitzvos, not 
just two or three,
To make ourselves truly godly

I hope I’m a slightly better 
poet than Sensei Chadwick 
Braxton.
This is only half the answer, 
though.  Because even if we 
prefer not to put relative 
value to the commandments, 
sometimes we have to choose 
between one and another. Some 
examples:
I have $20 and a poor person 
asked me for help.  I also need 
to buy matzah for Passover.  

Tzedakah vs. Matzah. Which 
comes first?
I am in the middle of a Torah 
class, and someone asks me 
to drive them to the airport.  
Torah vs. Kindness…. What 
do I do?
I’m volunteering at a soup 
kitchen, and my Dad texts 
me, asking me to pick up 
his prescription from the 
pharmacy.  Kindness vs. 
Honoring parents.  How should 
I respond?
I want to go to shul and pray 
with a minyan, but I’ve got 
a bad cold and the doctor 
told me to rest up.  Minyan 
vs. good health.  Which takes 
precedence.

I could give hundreds of 
examples.  You see, most 
decisions in life aren’t purely 
GOOD vs. EVIL.  They’re THIS 
GOOD vs. THAT GOOD.  Next 
week we will explore the 
second half of this discussion, 
namely, which mitzvos take 
priority, and why.
Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi.

Skating is just 
slipping in the 
right direction

DEEPDEEP
THOUTHOU
GHTSGHTS??

APRIL 30TH - 5PM
	 Join our live broadcast for the 		
	     latest on Camp Nageela West 		
	       2020, with exciting news!

POLL:
Ranked 1-3, what are 

your favorite features of 
Nageela Shabbos?

•	 LOL
•	 Stump the Rabbi
•	 Question of the week
•	 Dvar Torah
•	 Quick Fix
•	 Deep Thoughts
•	 Happy Birthday
•	 Did Jew KNow
•	 Nageela countdown
•	 mazel tov
•	 pickle jews comic

Vote online at nageelalv.org 



On April 30th, we will announce the adjustments 
that will be made for summer 2020 in light of the 
current health crisis.

5 9
DAYS TO CAMP 
NAGEELA WEST 
GIRLS SESSION

DAYS TO CAMP 
NAGEELA WEST 
BOYS SESSION

Find out about our Grand Tour 2020 and see photos from GT2019 at 
nageelawest.org

A wise man once said, 
"If the shoe fits... 

get another one just like 
it.".

OUCH! GROAN!  
 got a better joke? 

Email it to dlocker@nageelawest.org

Nageela West breaks the 
mold of old school Jewish 

outreach by providing out- of- 
the- box social and educational 
programs for Jewish children 

across the west coast. Through 
afterschool activities, weekend retreats and our signature summer 

camp, we engage elementary and middle school children in a fun and 
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset makes Nageela a comfortable 
learning and growing environment for Jewish children of all 

backgrounds.

8 1

DID JEW KNOW?DID JEW KNOW?
Today begins the Jewish month of Iyar. 
There are some special days in Iyar:
Pesach Sheini (14th of Iyar, this year May 
8th) is a month after Passover, and was 
the 'make up' date for any Jews who issed 
bringing the Passover offering in the Holy 
Temple for a valid reason (if they missed 
it because they were lazy, there was no 
make up allowed).
Lag Baomer (18th of Iyar, this year May 
12th) commemorates the end of a plague in 
which 24 thousand great scholars died.  It  
is also celebrated in honor of the great 
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, and his great 
contributions to the understanding of 
Kaballah.

844-NAGEELA www.nageelawest.org info@nageelawest.org

Watch the Rabbi 
Locker YouTube 
channel for our 
new Kinda Clear 
videos with a Kahoot 
challenge!

to Camp Nageela West counselor  
MIMI KURTZ (now Guttman)

upon HER MARRIAGE 
yesterday!

to Camp Nageela 
West veteran  

NATAN GOLDMAN who 
celebrated his (social 

distancing) BAR 
MITZVAH this week!

to  DAVID AND MICHAEL
KROUDO

 who are celebrating 
their (social 

distancing) BAR 
MITZVAHs this week!

NOW SHOWING EVERY 
THURSDAY


