
I should not have to repeat myself.

Ok, I don’t want to repeat myself.

Really, repeating myself is completely unnecessary.

So I will not repeat myself.

Won’t repeat myself.

I just won’t do it.

Do what?

Repeat… oh, 
forget it.

When you repeat something over 
and over again, it usually either means 

you forgot that you said it the first 20 times, 
or it means, you want to stress how absolutely 
important it is.  This is even more true when the Torah 
repeats something, because the Torah is extremely careful 
not to use extra words, or even extra letters.  It’s incredibly 
concise, precise and terse.  

In this week’s Torah reading (pro tip: assuming your synagogue 
is closed this week, sit down and read the Torah portion for 

yourself.  If you don’t have an English language Chumash, you can 
download a printable version from chabad.org), we are instructed 
to love converts, and not to abuse 

them.  That’s a perfectly logical commandment.  The odd thing 
is that this is by far from the only time the Torah gives us such 
instructions.  In fact, the Torah tells us… wait for it… THIRTY 
SIX times!  36 repetitions of the same basic commandment to 
love converts.  Why is this necessary?

His Royal Highness King Dashasidkhakananda (believe it 
or not, that was actually the name of an Indian king) 

was incredibly proud of his royal flock.  The royal flock 
consisted of 7,499 sheep, tended by many skilled 

shepherds.  One day, as the sheep were completing 
their morning coffee (don’t ask, he was a strange 

king), the shepherds discovered a large, 
beautiful deer among them.

They weren’t sure what to do with the 
deer, so they brought their dilemma 

to the King, who instructed them to allow 
the deer to stay in the flock, and to treat 

it really well.  They named the deer Bob.  From 
that day on, every time the King saw his shepherds, 

he would ask about Bob. “How is Bob doing today?” “Is 
Bob getting enough food?”  “What type of coffee does 

Bob enjoy?”  The Royal chief of shepherds finally asked, “We 
have 7,500 animals.  You never ask about any of them, but the 
deer.  Why are you so overly concerned with Bob?”

King Dashasidkhakananda answered, “All of our sheep were 
born into our flock.  They kind of have to be here with us. 
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Dear Prioritai,
Last week we opened a can of worms. They 
were delicious. Gummy worms, obvs… ugh, 
what did you think I meant? Anyway, since 
when do worms come in a can?

As we discussed, we try not to talk about 
the relative value of commandments. It’s not 
very productive.  Another thing to keep in 
mind, is that although people are imperfect 
and we might not be able to properly keep 
every mitzvah in the Torah, we must not use 
that as an excuse to 'shrink' the Torah.  The 
attitude must be, "I plan on keeping every 
mitzvah in the Torah.  I'm working my way 
up.  In the meanwhile, I've got to start slow."
Yet, the question comes up if you can only 
do one of two mitzvos, which do you choose?
So which mitzvah is the most important? 
Truth is, there are more factors involved. 
People are very different from one another, 
and there are many paths to greatness.  
Sometimes the answer to “Which mitzvah 
is most important?” is, “Which one works 
best for you?”  
If based on the person you are, you might 
excel in one area of Torah life, and struggle 
with another, it's often best to stick to your 
strengths (consult a competent Rabbi before 
making such decisions). 
As a general rule, we can answer the question 
with another question that everyone knows 
the answer to:
“If a genie grants you three wishes, what 
should you wish for?”
DUH!  Obviously, you wish for more wishes!  
If you have the opportunity to do a mitzvah, 
it’s got to be the one that brings you ‘more 
wishes’, meaning, the mitzvah 

that will help 
enable you to 
perform more 
mitzvos.  Here are 
a few examples 
t h a t  w e r e 
offered by some 
of my Facebook 
friends..
“Bel ief  i n 
God.”  That 
one certainly 
h e l p s  u s 
perform 
other 
mitzvos!
“Love your friends like you love yourself.”  
This also leads 
to many other 
mitzvos dealing 
with kindness and 
generosity.  It’s an 
enabler.
“Cling to God.” Big discussion there, but the 
main idea is to be ‘close to God’ by being ‘like 
God.’  That’s also an enabler.
“Fear of God.” Essentially this mitzvah means 
to make life choices carefully, and not to fall 
prey to our natural urges.  
But there’s another, even greater enabler.

A bunch of Rabbis were hanging out in an 
attic (this was, apparently pretty common 
back then- the wifi must have gotten better 
reception in attics), and asked pretty much this 
very question.  “Is study greater, or is action 
greater?”  Basically, they were asking what the 
most important thing to do would be…
The Talmud continues that they decided Torah 
study is greater, because it leads to 

Hi Rabbi,

What’s the most important mitzvah in the Torah?

Thanks,
Itai Prior

The One, Part 2

Stump the Rabbi is a 
forum where kids can ask 

ANY Jewish question. 
Have a question? Please 

send it in to
 stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names 
and some wording have been 

changed.
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! Happy Birthday 
to family 

members who 
have celebrated 

recently:

Hunter  Byrd
Max Byrd

Maia  Zelkha
Orin Cohen

DID JEW KNOW?DID JEW KNOW?
We're supposed to aim 
to make 100 blessings 
every day.
However, it's 
disrespectful to God's 
name to make a blessing 
for no reason. Praying 
3 times a day and 
making blessings when 
you eat and use the 
bathroom will usually 
get you there.
On Shabbat, since 
prayers have fewer 
blessings, it's a 
little trickier. 
Saying the complete 
'bentching' after 3 
Shabbat meals can help 
a lot! Want to just sponsor Andrew's comic? Contact us!

action.  Ignorance is the enemy 
of proper action.  You just can’t 
be a mitzvah rich person if you 
aren’t learned enough to know 
what’s right and wrong.  Torah 
study is the great enabler.  
According to this Talmudic 
passage (and several others, 
PM me for details), even if other 
mitzvos might be ‘greater’ in a 
vacuum, Torah study becomes 
the most important because 
overall we’ll do more good.  
The Torah is ‘more wishes.’

All this is theoretical 
though.  In practical 
Jewish law, the most 
important mitzvah is the one 
you have a chance to do now.  
“But what if I’ll be able to do a 
bigger mitzvah tomorrow?”  
Just do the mitzvah you can 
do now.  Doing one mitzvah 
leads to another, which leads 
to another, and well, you get 
the point. 
We never know what the 

morrow may bring, and so, 
if a mitzvah comes available.  
Just grab it.  Hold onto it.  Keep 
holding onto it.  And then, wish 
for more wishes.
Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi.

Is it possible 
to dig half a 

hole?
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Want to sponsor Andrew's comic? Contact us!
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DAYS TO CAMP 
NAGEELA WEST 
GIRLS SESSION

DAYS TO CAMP 
NAGEELA WEST 
BOYS SESSION

Find out about our Grand Tour 2020 and see photos from GT2019 at 
nageelawest.org

I have a large belt made 
entirely of watches.

It's a huge waist of time.

OUCH! GROAN!  
 got a better joke? 

Email it to dlocker@nageelawest.org

Nageela West breaks the 
mold of old school Jewish 

outreach by providing out- of- 
the- box social and educational 
programs for Jewish children 

across the west coast. Through 
afterschool activities, weekend retreats and our signature summer 

camp, we engage elementary and middle school children in a fun and 
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset makes Nageela a comfortable 
learning and growing environment for Jewish children of all 

backgrounds.
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Bob, on the other hand, could have easily 
remained with his own group, with greater 
freedom in the wild.  Yet Bob joined us.  I 
have great gratitude to Bob for choosing us, 
and so, his safety and comfort is of great 
interest to me.”

I think this story (slightly paraphrased from 
a Midrash) teaches us a great lesson. It’s 

easy to accept someone from the outside 
(OK, maybe it’s not EASY, but it’s not so 

much to ask).  The Midrash is taking it a step 
further.  We have GRATITUDE to those who 
have voluntarily joined our nation.  Why?  
What have they done for us? 

When a sincere person joins a group, 
he makes the entire group stronger.  

Perhaps it’s because by joining voluntarily, 
he’s showing those born into the 
group how valuable the group is.  
Every genuine convert strengthens 

us spiritually.  They show us how incredibly 
blessed we are (cuz sometimes we can forget).  
So the Torah tells us 36 times, repeating itself, 
and repeating itself, and repeating itself, and 
repeating itself, and repeating itself, and 
repeating itself, and repeating itself, until we 
truly treat every ‘Jew by choice’ with a high 
level of kindness, care and love.
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